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ficially, it might appear possible for him to co-operate with
the offensive in Palestine by advancing along the Euphrates.
Actually, practical consideration of time, space, and adminis-
tration made such a project quite out of the question. There
was nothing left to him but to carry out a policy of defence.
Nevertheless, by a series of spirited local offensives, General
Marshall inflicted further defeat upon the enemy, and by
the early summer of 1918 he succeeded in establishing his
advance positions on the general line Kifri—Tekrit—Sala-
hiyah (about 15 miles north-west of Hit).* On the Euphrates,
the whole of the enemy's 50th Division was captured, and by
June the Sixth Army was reduced to a strength of about
9,000 rifles and 59 guns, the bulk of this strength being
situated on the Tigris at the Fatha gorge, where the river
runs through the spurs on the Jebel Hamrin.
In Palestine, during, the winter, General Allenby had dealt
the enemy a severe blow which now he was preparing to
exploit, and Germany—hard pressed on the west—was able
to do little to assist her Ally. Turkey began to falter.
Meanwhile, however, a new situation had arisen in the
Caucasus, on the old Turko-Eussian front. As we have seen,
Eussia had collapsed. Her forces in the Caucasus and in
north-west Persia had dwindled almost to vanishing-point,
and between the Caspian Sea and the northern frontier of
Mesopotamia there lay a gap. Through the Caucasus, Baku
and Krasnovodsk, thence into Trans-Caspia, Cenral Asia and
Afghanistan,* Turkey could send her propaganda-missions
towards India; by way of Bitlis, Van and Tabrizf her troops
might invade Persia, both contingencies, being viewed with
great apprehension by the Government of India.
To deal with the situation, a remarkably ambitious project
was framed—nothing less than the reorganisation of the
scattered remnants of the Russian, Caucasian and Armenian
troops, which were struggling to exist in the southern
Caucasus area, into an efficient force with which to oppose a
Turko-German advance. It was proposed that the reorganisa-
tion should be carried out by a British politico-military
mission, and a specially-selected officer, General Dunsterville,
was appointed to form one. His instructions were to estab-
lish himself in Tiflis, the chief town in the Caucasian states
of Georgia, Armenia, and Azerbaijan, moving from Meso-
* Fide Map No. 2.
t Fide Map    No. 1.

